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symbols as a means of suggestion. Symbols do not appeal to
us. They are not in our habits. Illustrative pictures influence us.
The introduction of them into daily newspapers is an important
development of the arts of suggestion. Mediaeval art in colored
glass, carving, sculpture, and pictures reveals the grossness and
crass simplicity of the mediaeval imagination, but also its child-
ish originality and directness. No doubt it was on account of
these latter characteristics that it had such suggestive power.
It was graphic. It stimulated and inflamed the kind of imagi-
nation which produced it. It found its subjects in heaven, hell,
demons, torture, and the scriptural incidents which contained
any horrible, fantastic, or grotesque elements. The crucifix
represented a man dying in the agony of torture, and it wras the
chief symbol of the religion. The suggestion in all this art pro-
duced barbaric passion and sensuality. Any one who, in child-
hood, had in his hands one of the old Bibles illustrated by wood
cuts knows what power the cuts had to determine the concept
which was formed from the text, and which has persisted through
life, in spite of later instruction.

173. Apparatus of suggestion. In modern times the appara-
tus of suggestion is in language, not in pictures, carvings
morality plays, or other visible products of art. Watchwords,
catchwords, phrases, and epithets are the modern instrumentali-
ties. There are words which are used currently as if their mean-
ing was perfectly simple, clear, and unambiguous, which are not
defined at all "Democracy/' the "People," "Wall Street,"
'* Slave," " Americanism," are examples. These words have
been called " symbols." They might better be called " tokens."
They are like token coins. They "pass"; that is their most
noteworthy characteristic. They are familiar, unquestioned,
popular, and they are always current above their value. They
always reveal the invincible tendency of the masses to mytholo-
gize. They are personified and a superhuman energy is attrib-
uted to them. " Democracy " is not treated as a parallel word
to aristocracy, theocracy, autocracy, etc., but as a Power from
some outside origin, which brings into human affairs an inspira-
tion and energy of its own. The " People " is not the population,